
Hon. Julius Genachowski, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554 July 16, 2011

Reference: Universal Service Fund and Intercarrier Compensation Reform, Docket FCC 11-13

We, the undersigned, members of the West Kentucky Rural Telephone Cooperative Corporation, Inc.
(WK&T); greatly appreciate the time and effort that the Federal Communicatiop~Commissionand its
staff (FCC) have devoted over the past two years to understand and docum",p;tth~enormousbenefits that
broadband service brings to our nation, and to develop plans to moderni~wth~current federal Universal
Service Fund (USF) and Intercarrier Compensation (ICC) regimes to el)abl~Jhemore Widespread and
sustainable delivery of broadband services to consumers.

We are however, concerned, that certain proposals contained in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) released February 9, 2011 may have the unintended consequence of redUcing the availability,
affordability, and/or sustainability of broadband services for consumers in the rural areas in which we
reside. Any reforms that the FCC undertakes must be carefully crafted to address needed improvements
in existing programs, and to ensure that rural consumers have ongoing access to broadband services that
are reasonably comparable in price and quality to those available in urban areas.

Among our concerns are the following:

1. As a WK&T consumer, I am able to receive affordable, high-quality broadband service today
precisely because regulatory support mechanisms such as federal USF enable the deployment of
broadband-capable networks. In fact, the federal high-cost USF program achieves multiple
public policy goals, enabling both the availability and maintenance of such networks as well as the
adoption of broadband services offered over those networks because they are more affordable.
Any abrupt elimination or reduction of this funding, without a reasonable opportnnity for
carriers to recover investments made in good faith under current rules, would have serious
repercussions on the availability, affordability, and/or quality of broadband services for rural
consumers.

2. The NPRM contains propos~ls that would reduce intercarrier compensation rates to zero or near
zero. Artificially low rates would place additional pressure on end-user rates and, absent
sufficient and predictable federal revenue recovery mechanism, would threaten continued
network investment, operation, and upgrades in rural areas.

In reaching your final decisions on these matters, please insure that the goals of the programs that have
brought advanced technical telecommunication and broadband will be sustained, when the new rules are
finally adopted.
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CC: Honorable Senator Mitch McConnell
Honorable Senator Rand Paul
Honorable Representative Ed Whitfield
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CC: Honorable Senator Mitch McConnell
Honorable Senator Rand Paul
Honorable Representative Ed Whitfield



Sincerely,
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CC: Honorable Senator Mitch McConnell
Honorable Senator Rand Paul
Honorable Representative Ed Whitfield
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CC: Honorable Senator Mitch McConnell
Honorable Senator Rand Paul
Honorable Representative Ed Whitfield



Sincerely,
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CC: Honorable Senator Lamar Alexander
Honorable Senator Bob Corker
Honorable Representative Stephen Fincher


